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Minimum Standards – Vermont requires 30 hours of classroom and 6 hours of in-vehicle instruction. 
This timeframe was established in the 1940s. The Vermont curriculum and teacher training methods 
provide the instructor with much more material than can be addressed in 30 hours and the 
establishment of habits and key behaviors require more than six hours of in-vehicle assessment 
especially if regulations allow one hour of instruction for each student per lesson. Also, the 
Department of Education has very little authority to review programs. National standards for review 
and assessment of programs should be established. Technology – Curriculum and teaching methods 
require the driver education classroom to be equipped with much greater computer technology with 
advanced programming. Interactive software programs presently available enhance the student 
experience in Vermont where available. Chalkboard and showing videos are no longer acceptable 
methods of instruction with today's youth. In 2000, a one-time grant associated with Graduated Driver 
Licensing funded the acquisition of technology equipment such as laptops, digital cameras, and 
software for a small number of schools. The result of this grant program was extremely positive in 
relation to the enhancement of the Driver Education programs. Students and teachers localized their 
programs through video, power point and other media presentations that increased awareness not only 
in their classes but also collaborating with parent involvement and community projects. "Skid 
Monster" Accessibility – VDTSEA and the Vermont Department of Education sponsor a vehicle 
specifically designed to support the scientific aspects and behaviors of vehicle control. Training 
facilities around the State with ranges to accommodate these vehicles are necessary to increase its 
usage.  
 
Stronger Regulations Needed:  
 

• Mandate increased course time for both public school and commercial programs.  
• Increase more professional development requirements for commercial school instructors equal 

to Vermont public school teachers. Presently the commercial schools are overseen by the 
Vermont DMV and individuals with no traffic safety education or background. They come 
from the licensing team.  

• Increase minimum age to receive Vermont learner permit from 15 to 16.  
• Increase minimum age to receive Vermont junior operator license from 16 to 17.  
• Mandate traffic safety education into K-12 curriculum  

 
Incentives:  
 

• Colleges need to receive incentives to reinstate traffic safety courses as a part of education 
degrees.  

• Teachers need incentives from school districts to become certified.  
• Parents need incentives to participate in quality programs with their children.  

 
Where Do We Go From Here?  
It is hoped that this symposium will be the beginning of a national movement to address the needs to 
improve driver education. With traffic crashes being our most serious health problem and the leading 
cause of death to our Nation's 15- to 20-year-olds, it is imperative we strive to develop solutions to this 
epidemic and not have these problems continue to escalate.  
 
www.ntsb.gov/events/symp_driver_ed/presentations/speech_ford.pdf 
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Graduated Driver License Program 
 
Individuals who obtained a Learner's Permit on or after July 1, 2000, are subject to the provisions of 
Vermont's Graduated License laws, which are indicated below: 
 
An individual 15 years of age or older may operate a motor vehicle if they hold a valid Learner's 
Permit and are accompanied by one of the following people (riding in the vehicle beside the driver): 
 

• A licensed and unimpaired parent or guardian. 
•  A licensed or certified and unimpaired driver education instructor. 
•  A licensed and unimpaired individual who is at least 25 years of age.  

 
To apply for a Learner's Permit, an individual must have maintained a "clean" driving record in the 
previous two years.  
 
An individual must possess a Learner's Permit for at least one (1) year prior to obtaining a Junior 
Operator License.  
 
Prior to obtaining a Junior Operator License, an individual must complete an additional 40 hours of 
practice behind the wheel, with at least 10 hours being nighttime driving, while accompanied by one of 
the individuals indicated above who is riding beside the driver.  Proof of this additional practice must 
be submitted to DMV at the time of application for a Junior Operator License, on a form provided by 
DMV and certified by one of the individuals indicated above.  A new form, TA-VN-210 (Driving 
Practice Log Sheet) has been created for this purpose.  (Free download of Adobe Acrobat Reader)  
 
An individual must have maintained a "clean" driving record without any Learner Permit recalls, 
suspensions or revocations for a six-month period prior to obtaining a Junior Operator License.  
 
While holding a Junior Operator License, the individual may not operate a vehicle in the course of 
their employment for one year following the issuance of the Junior Operator License.   For example, an 
individual cannot act as a pizza delivery person (driver) until they have had their Junior Operator 
License for one year, or until they reach the age of 18 (whichever comes first).  
 
While holding a Junior Operator License, an individual may not carry passengers for hire.  
 
During the first three months of operation under a Junior Operator License, the individual is restricted 
to driving alone, or with one of the individuals indicated above.  If one of those individuals is in the 
vehicle with them there is no restriction on the number of passengers they can transport in the vehicle.  
However, the driver is not allowed to transport more passengers than there are seat belts.  
 
During the second three months of operation under a Junior Operator License the individual may begin 
transporting family members in the front seat.  (The family member in the front seat is not required to 
be one of the individuals indicated above.)  
 
After holding a Junior Operator License for six months there are no passenger restrictions.  
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An individual must be 18 years of age to obtain an Operator License, and must have not had any 
recalls, suspensions or revocations during the previous six-month period.  
 
A Learner Permit or Junior Operator License is considered to be a "provisional license" which is 
recallable.  Any of the following actions will result in the recall of an individual's Learner Permit or 
Junior Operator License:     
 
1. Carrying passengers for hire - 90 day recall 
2. Driving for employer/employment - 90 day recall 
3. Recommendation from a Diversion/Reparative Board - 30 day recall 
4. Points accumulation (for a single 3 point speeding violation or a 6 point total) - 90 day recall 
5. Passenger age violation - 90 day recall 
6. Passenger restrictions - 90 day recall 
  
Graduated Driver License Program 
 
Learner Permit 
 
To apply for a Learner's Permit, an individual must have maintained a "clean" driving record in the 
previous two years.  
 
When you are issued your Vermont Learner Permit, if you are under 18 years of age you fall under the 
requirements of Vermont's Graduated Driver License law. 
 
The main requirements of this law that affect a person who is under 18 years of age and has a valid 
Vermont Learner Permit are: 
 
You may operate a motor vehicle if you are accompanied by one of the following people in the 
vehicle, who is riding beside you when you are the driver: 
 

• A licensed and unimpaired parent or guardian. 
• A licensed or certified and unimpaired driver education instructor. 
• A licensed and unimpaired individual who is at least 25 years of age.  

 
A Learner Permit is considered to be a "provisional license" which is recallable.  Any of the following 
will result in the recall of your Learner Permit:  
 

• Carrying passengers for hire - 90 day recall 
• Driving for employer/employment - 90 day recall 
• Recommendation from a Diversion/Reparative Board - 30 day recall 
• Points accumulation (for a single 3 point speeding violation or a 6 point total) - 90 day recall 
• Passenger age violation - 90 day recall http://www.ccri.edu/lifelong/dred 
• Passenger restrictions - 90 day recall 
 

While a recall is in effect, you cannot drive (at all) and you cannot apply for a Junior Operator License 
or an Operator's License.  
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When a recall is issued, you have the right to a hearing.  
 
When a Learner Permit is recalled, it will be restored at the end of a specified period of time and (if 
required) when you have passed a re-examination.  
 
No reinstatement fee will be due when a Learner Permit recall is restored.  
 
Preparation for Getting Your Junior Operator's License:  
 
You must possess a valid Learner's Permit for at least one year prior to obtaining a Junior Operator 
License.  
 
Prior to obtaining a Junior Operator License, you must complete an additional 40 hours of practice 
behind the wheel, with at least 10 hours being nighttime driving, while accompanied by one of the 
individuals indicated above who is riding beside the driver.  Proof of this additional practice must be 
submitted to DMV at the time of application for a Junior Operator License, on a form (TA-VN-210 - 
Driving Practice Log Sheet) provided by DMV and certified by one of the individuals indicated above.   
 
An individual must have maintained a "clean" driving record without any Learner Permit recalls, 
suspensions or revocations for a six-month period prior to obtaining a Junior Operator License.  
 
Junior Operator 
(Graduated Driver License Program) 
 
When you are issued your Junior Operator's License (if you are under 18 years of age) you fall under 
the requirements of Vermont's Graduated Driver License law. 
 
The main requirements of this law that affect a person who is under 18 years of age (and has a valid 
Vermont Junior Operator's License) are: 
 
While holding a Junior Operator's License, you may not operate a vehicle in the course of your 
employment for one year following the issuance of your Junior Operator's License.  For example, you 
cannot act as a pizza delivery driver until having had a Junior Operator's License for one year, or until 
reaching the age of 18 (whichever comes first). 
 
While holding a Junior Operator's License, you may not carry passengers for hire. 
 
During the first three months of driving under a Junior Operator's License, you are restricted to driving 
alone or with: 
 
1. A licensed and unimpaired parent or guardian;   
2. A licensed or certified and unimpaired driver education instructor; or  
3. A licensed and unimpaired individual who is at least 25 years of age. 
  
If one of these individuals is in the vehicle with you there is no restriction on the number of passengers 
you can transport in the vehicle.  However, you (as the driver) are not allowed to transport more 
passengers than there are seat belts.  
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During the second three months of driving under a Junior Operator's License you may begin 
transporting family members in the front seat.  The family member in the front seat is not required to 
be one of the individuals listed above.  
 
After holding a Junior Operator's License for six months there are no passenger restrictions (other than 
not having more passengers than there are seat belts).  
 
You must be eighteen years of age to obtain an Operator's License, and must not have had any recalls, 
suspensions, or revocations during the previous six-month period.  
 
If you have a Junior Operator's License from another State and apply for a Vermont Junior Operator's 
License you will be subject to Vermont's Graduated License provisions unless you have held the Junior 
Operator's License in the other State for a period of at least six months.  You may obtain a Vermont 
Junior Operator's License by:  (1) successfully passing the required examinations; (2) providing proof 
of successful completion of a Driver Education program; (3) providing proof of completion of an 
additional 40 hours of driving.  If you have held the Junior Operator's License in the other State for a 
period of at least six months you may surrender the out-of-State Junior Operator's License for a 
Vermont issued Junior Operator's License and will be exempt from the driving restrictions and 
provisions of Vermont's Graduated License laws.  
 
A Junior Operator's License is considered to be a "provisional license" which is recallable.  Any of the 
following will result in the recall of your Junior Operator's License:  
 

• Carrying passengers for hire - 90 day recall 
• Driving for employer/employment - 90 day recall 
• Recommendation from a Diversion/Reparative Board - 30 day recall 
• Points accumulation (for a single 3 point speeding violation or a 6 point total) - 90 day recall 
• Passenger age violation - 90 day recall 
• Passenger restrictions - 90 day recall 

  
While a recall is in effect, you cannot drive (at all) and you cannot apply for an Operator's License.  
 
When a recall is issued, you have the right to a hearing.  
 
When a Junior Operator's License is recalled, it will be restored at the end of a specified period of time, 
and (if required), when you have passed a re-examination.  
 
No reinstatement fee will be due when a Junior Operator's License recall is restored.  
 
Driver Training: 
 
Driving schools and instructors are licensed by the Department of Motor Vehicles.  The schools are 
privately owned businesses which operate under guidelines and standards set forth in State statutes and 
rules.  There are two basic types of instruction, which are listed below.  
 
Standard driver training, which provides instruction in the operation of "pleasure cars."  These training 
programs provide the following services:  
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The State-approved driver education course which is required for license applicants under the age of 
18.  This course consists of a minimum of 30 hours classroom, 6 hours behind-the-wheel instruction, 
and 6 hours observation.  Students who successfully complete the course are issued a "Driver 
Education Certificate."  
 
Adult driver training and refresher training.  This type of training may consist of either classroom or 
behind-the-wheel instruction.  A combination of both types of instruction is available for novice 
drivers in the State-approved "6+6 Adult Driver Education Course".  This program consists of a 
minimum of 6 hours classroom and 6 hours behind-the-wheel instruction.  
 
Driver license testing.   Instructors at participating schools are certified to administer the DMV driver 
license road test.   This service is provided to students who are 16 or 17 years of age and who have 
completed the approved driver education course, and to adult drivers who have completed the 
approved ("6+6") adult driver course.  
 
Commercial vehicle training, which provides instruction in the operation of commercial vehicles.  
These training programs provide the following services:  
 
The State-approved driver training program for entry-level tractor-trailer drivers.  This 148-hour 
(minimum) course, which is consistent with national training guidelines, provides a combination of 
classroom, range, and on-the-road instruction.  
 
Instruction in the operation of straight trucks and buses.  
 
Preparation for taking CDL written and skills tests.  Vehicles are provided for students to take the CDL 
skills test.  All tests are given at DMV test sites.  
 
Employment.  Check with individual schools to find out what types of job-placement services might be 
available.  
 
Commercial Driver Training Schools/Instructors: 
 
Per the Vermont Department of Motor Vehicles, commercial driving schools and instructors are 
licensed and regulated through the department. To become an instructor or to operate a driver training 
school, certain requirements must be met such as the following:  
 

• Application and licensing fees.  
• Filing of certificate of insurance.  
• Completion of courses in driver training and instructional techniques.  
• Completion of tests administered by DMV.  
• Approval of facilities and vehicles.  
• Approval of instructional curriculum and training methods.  
• Verification of previous teaching experience.  

 
Licensing processes, facilities, requirements and qualifications of instructors and curriculum differ 
somewhat depending upon the type of training to be offered. 
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Vermont Works Cited 
 
Department of Motor Vehicles  
www.aot.state.vt.us/dmv/LICENSES/LICENSES.htm 
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8/23/2006 
Virginia  

 
Educational Requirements: 
 
Driver education programs are available statewide to students, adults, and out-of-school youths. Public 
and private school programs are approved by the Department of Education. Commercial driver training 
schools follow the same course content and are licensed by DMV. 
 
The course must be taken at a public, private or commercial driver training school unless you are 
home-schooled. 
 
Students will receive a driver education completion certificate when upon successfully completing a 
driver education program. A copy of the certificate will be sent by the school instructor to DMV for 
issuance of a permanent driver's license. 
 
If applicants are under 18 years of age, a parent or legal guardian must sign the certificate to attest to 
academic standing and to authorize issuance of a driver's license. A parent, legal guardian, or foster 
parent must also certify that the applicant has driven at least 40 hours, 10 of which occurred after 
sunset. 
 
Driver Services: Driver Education Requirements 
 
If you are a Virginia resident under age 19, you must complete a State-approved driver education 
program and hold your Virginia learner's permit for at least nine months.  
 
If you are a Virginia resident 19 years of age or older and you have never held a license issued by any 
State, U.S. territory, or foreign country, you must hold a Virginia learner's permit for at least 30 days 
or show completion of a State-approved driver education program. 
 
Driver education programs are available statewide to students, adults, and out-of-school youths. Public 
and private school programs are approved by the Department of Education. Driver training schools 
follow the same course content and are licensed by DMV. 
 
The program must present 36 classroom periods. It must include components about alcohol safety, 
drug abuse awareness, aggressive driving, distracted driving, motorcycle awareness, and organ and 
tissue donation awareness. It must also include 14 in-car instruction periods, 7 periods of driving and 7 
periods of observation. 
 
The course must be taken at a public or private driver training school unless you are home-schooled. 
 
Students will receive a driver education completion certificate when they have successfully completed 
a driver education program. A copy of the certificate will be sent by the school instructor to DMV for 
issuance of a permanent driver's license. 
 
If under 18 years of age, parents or legal guardians must sign the certificate to attest to academic 
standing and to authorize issuance of a driver's license. Parents, legal guardians, or foster parents must 
also certify that the student has driven at least 40 hours, 10 of which occurred after sunset. 
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© Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 2006. All rights reserved.  
Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles 
P.O. Box 27412 
Richmond, VA 23269 
 
Revised Driver Education Standards of Learning: Guide for Driver Education in Virginia.  
 
As prescribed by §22.1-205 of the Code of Virginia, this curriculum guide serves as the Board of 
Education’s approved driver education and traffic safety program of instruction for public and private 
school programs. Commercial driver training schools are approved and licensed by the Department of 
Motor Vehicles as prescribed by VR 485-60-9201, and they follow the same course content as public 
and private school driver education programs. 
 
The classroom and in-car driver education standards focus on safe driving attitudes; time, space, and 
distance-perception skill development; and the recognition of and appropriate response to hazards in 
the ever-changing driving environment. Emphasis is placed on linking visual search skills, space 
management, and maintenance of balanced vehicle control to risk-reducing driving strategies. 
Significant attention is given to risk awareness, driver alertness, driver distractions, the social and 
economic consequences of driving, occupant protection, positive interactions with other roadway 
users, and the physical and psychological conditions that affect driver performance. 
 
Students apply basic driving skills in low-to-moderate traffic environments and progress to 
demonstration of skill proficiency in more complex traffic situations. When possible, teachers are also 
encouraged to use simulation and other technologies that will enhance student learning. 
Successful completion of a state-approved driver education program does not, alone, make a teenager a 
responsible, experienced driver. Traffic safety education involves family, community, industry, 
government, and personal factors such as motivation, maturity, and perceptive abilities. 
These factors play major roles in the development and safety of young drivers. Evidence shows that 
often it is not poor driving skills that cause accidents among this age group, but inexperience and/or 
poor attitude. The family, not the school, is in the best position to have a sustained effect on 
minimizing the risks faced by inexperienced drivers and encouraging responsible behaviors. 
Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on extensive supervised practice with a licensed parent or 
guardian to develop precision in the use of skills, processes, and responsibilities. 
 
Goals 
The purpose of driver education is to provide students with a detailed understanding of the 
fundamentals of driving and foster responsible attitudes and behaviors.  
 
As a result of quality traffic safety instruction, students will be able to 

• demonstrate a working knowledge of the rules and procedures of operating a motor vehicle; 
• identify and analyze the physical and psychological conditions that affect driver performance; 
• apply knowledge, processes, and skills to become safe, competent users of the highway 
• transportation system; 
• display responsible driving behaviors when alone and with peers. 

 
Standards 
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DE.1 The student will demonstrate an understanding of Virginia traffic laws, licensing procedures, and 
other responsibilities associated with the driving privilege.  
 
Key concepts include: 
a) licensing requirements and types of licenses; 
b) the motor vehicle section of the Code of Virginia; and 
c) the organ and tissue donation designation process. 
 
DE.2 The student will demonstrate an understanding of basic vehicle operating procedures. 
 
Key concepts/skills include: 
a) pre-driving procedures; 
b) starting procedures (automatic and manual transmissions); 
c) vehicle information, warning, and control devices; and 
d) vehicle securing procedures. 
 
DE.3 The student will recognize the effects of momentum, gravity, and inertia on vehicle 
control and balance, and the relationship between kinetic energy and force of impact.  
 
Key concepts/skills include: 
(a) seating and hand position; 
(b) steering, braking, and acceleration; 
(c) compensating for shifts in vehicle load (from side to side, front to rear, and rear to 
(d) front) that affect vehicle performance; and 
(e) types of collisions — head-on, near-frontal, broadside, rear-end, rollover, sideswipe. 
 
DE.4 The student will demonstrate the ability to manage visibility, time, and space to avoid conflicts 
and reduce driving risks. 
  
Key concepts/skills include: 
a) synthesizing information visually from the driving environment, using a space management 

process; 
b) applying following-interval concepts; 
c) selecting gap and judging distance; and 
d) estimating passing-time and space needs. 
 
DE.5 The student will demonstrate appropriate adjustments when approaching controlled and 
uncontrolled intersections, curves, railroad crossings, and hills with line-of-sight or path of- travel 
limitations.  
 
Key concepts/skills include: 
a) roadway signs, signals, and markings; 
b) right-of-way rules; 
c) slope/grade of terrain; and 
d) vehicle position. 
 
DE.6 The student will identify the characteristics of an expressway and apply risk-reducing 
expressway driving strategies.  
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Key concepts/skills include: 
a) entering, merging, integrating into, and exiting from traffic flow; 
b) managing interchanges; and 
c) selecting vehicle position and changing lanes. 
 
DE.7 The student will demonstrate the ability to communicate presence and intentions with other 
highway transportation users.  
 
Key concepts/skills include: 
a) vehicle position and driver action; and 
b) vehicle communication devices. 
 
DE.8 The student will analyze and describe the physiological and psychological effects of alcohol and 
other drugs and their impact on a driver’s awareness of risks and involvement in collisions. 
 
Key concepts include: 
a) prescribed and over-the-counter medications; 
b) illegal or illicit drugs; 
c) effects of alcohol and other drugs on vision and space management; 
d) synergistic effects of drugs; and 
e) alcohol elimination factors. 
 
DE.9 The student will identify and analyze the legal, health, and economic consequences associated 
with alcohol and other drug use and driving.  
 
(a) Key concepts/skills include: 
(b) positive and negative peer pressure; 
(c) refusal skills; 
(d) Implied Consent, Zero Tolerance, and Use and Lose laws; 
(e) Administrative License Revocation, loss of license, ignition interlock, and other licensing 

restrictions; and 
(f) court costs, insurance requirements, Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Program referral, and other 

costs. 
 
DE.10 The student will recognize the consequences of aggressive driving and other emotions that 
influence driving behaviors.  
 
Key concepts include: 
a) stress and anxiety; 
b) anger management; and 
c) the relationship between aggressive driving and road rage. 
 
DE.11 The student will analyze the effects of fatigue and other physical conditions on driver 
performance.  
 
Key concepts include: 
a) short- and long-term physical and mental disabilities; 
b) chronic health conditions; 
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c) circadian rhythms; and 
d) sleep deprivation. 
 
DE.12 The student will identify distractions that contribute to driver error. 
 
Key concepts include: 
a) passengers and pets; 
b) vehicle accessories; and 
c) cell phones and other portable technology devices. 
 
DE.13 The student will identify changes in the environment that affect visibility and traction and 
demonstrate an understanding of appropriate driver reaction to these risks.  
 
Key concepts/skills include: 
a) driving at night; 
b) smoke- and weather-related conditions; 
c) road conditions and construction; and 
d) vehicle stability and traction control systems. 
 
DE.14 The student will demonstrate an understanding of the proper use of vehicle occupant protection 
features and analyze how they reduce injury severity and increase collision survival.  
 
Key concepts/skills include: 
a) active restraint systems; 
b) passive restraint systems; 
c) child restraint systems; and 
d) highway safety design. 
 
DE.15 The student will identify and evaluate emergency response strategies to reduce the severity of or 
avoid a collision in high-risk driving situations.  
 
Key concepts/skills include: 
a) evasive maneuvers, using brake and steering combinations; 
b) off-road recovery; and 
c) front and rear traction control. 
 
DE.16 The student will identify and describe the performance characteristics of other road users and 
apply problem-solving skills to minimize risks when sharing the roadway with: 
 
a) pedestrians and animals; 
b) pedalcycles and motorcycles; 
c) tractor-trailers, trucks, and construction vehicles; 
d) sport utility vehicles, recreation vehicles, and trailers; 
e) emergency vehicles; 
f) funeral processions; 
g) passenger and school buses; and 
h) farm machinery and horse drawn vehicles. 
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DE.17 The student will compare vehicle-braking systems and explain proper braking techniques for 
various weather and roadway conditions.  
 
Key concepts/skills include: 
a) small and large vehicle conventional brake systems; and 
b) two- and four-wheel anti-lock brake systems (ABS). 
 
DE.18 The student will analyze how preventive maintenance reduces the possibility of vehicle failures 
and recognize the warning signs that indicate the need for maintenance, repair, or replacement.  
 
Key concepts/skills include: 
a) vehicle warning devices; 
b) lights and signals; 
c) steering and suspension systems; 
d) tires and braking systems; and 
e) fuel and ignition electronics. 
 
DE.19 The student will identify and describe the legal aspects of and calculate the financial 
responsibilities associated with purchasing, operating, maintaining, and insuring a motor vehicle.  
 
Key concepts include: 
a) Financial Responsibility Law; 
b) required and optional insurance coverage; 
c) title and vehicle registration; 
d) vehicle inspection; and 
e) crash involvement. 
 
DE.20 The student will demonstrate competency in map-reading and trip-planning skills.  
 
Key concepts/skills include: 
a) destination driving; and 
b) trip-planning technologies. 
 
DE.21 The student will research and evaluate personal transportation needs and their impact on the 
environment, and demonstrate skills necessary to be an informed consumer.   
 
Key concepts/skills include: 
a) printed and Internet resources; 
b) community resources; and 
c) vehicle pollution, fluid recycling, energy conservation, and conservation of natural resources.  

 
Department of Education 
Driver Education Standards of Learning for Virginia Public Schools 
 
Licensing Requirements: 
 
Applicants must be residents of the Commonwealth of Virginia and at least 16 years and 3 months of 
age to obtain a Virginia driver's license.  
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To obtain a learner's permit, applicants must be at least 15 years and 6 months of age. No exceptions 
will be made to these age requirements. If an applicant is under age 18, they must provide written 
consent from one of their parents or their legal guardian unless they are married or emancipated.  
 
Driver Services: Learner's Permit Information 
Teens may get their learner's permit when they reach 15 years and 6 months of age. It allows you to 
operate a motor vehicle when a licensed driver at least 21 year of age is seated beside you. The driver 
accompanying you may be 18 years of age if he or she is your legal guardian, brother, sister, half-
brother, half-sister, step-brother or step-sister. The driver accompanying you must hold a valid driver's 
license, be alert, and able to assist you and be legally permitted to drive.  
 
When they apply for a learner's permit, they will also complete the application process for the driver's 
license and pay the fees for both the permit and license. They will be required to pass a vision 
screening and the two-part knowledge exam.  
 
Curfew Restrictions  
Virginia's curfew laws prohibit a driver under age 18 who holds a learner's permit or driver's license 
from driving midnight to 4 a.m. If you hold a driver's license you may drive during these hours:  
 

• In case of an emergency;  
• When traveling to and from work or a school-sponsored event;   
• When accompanied by a parent or other adult acting in place of a parent;  or 
• When responding to an emergency call as a volunteer firefighter or rescue squad personnel.  

 
Passenger Restrictions 
If you are under age 18, you may carry only one passenger under age 18 during the first year that you 
hold your driver's license. After you have held your license for one year, you may carry only three 
passengers under age 18 until you reach age 18. Learner's permit holders may not carry more than one 
passenger under age 18. Passenger restrictions do not apply to family members.  
Violations of either the curfew or passenger restrictions can result in the suspension of your driver's 
license.  
 
If you are 19 years of age and older and you have never held a license issued by any State, U.S. 
territory, or foreign country, you must hold a learner's permit for 30 days or more or show completion 
of a State-approved driver education program. You may take your driver education certificate to any 
DMV customer service center and take the road skills test. You may take the road skills test no more 
than three times in any three-month period.  
       
Risk-taking behavior and lack of driving experience often proves fatal for teenage drivers. Almost a 
quarter of all teenagers are either involved in traffic accidents or receive a traffic violation ticket during 
their first year of driving. To prevent this from happening, the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles 
has implemented a set of laws that are similar to the graduated drivers license (GDL) laws in other 
States. These regulations are called upon to answer the problem of high accident rates among young 
drivers. The laws apply to every license applicant who is under 19 years of age and divide the process 
of obtaining a drivers license into a number of phases. Each phase is designed to gradually teach young 
drivers safe driving techniques.  
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Learner’s Permit  
• The first step towards achieving a driver’s license in Virginia is applying for a learner’s permit. 

A learner’s permit can be awarded to any teenager who is at least 15 years and 6 months old 
who has successfully completed the knowledge examination at the DMV. The permit must be 
held for at least nine months.  

 
During this period, the holder must fulfill the following requirements and limitations:  
 

• The permit holder is allowed to drive only if supervised by a licensed driver who is at least 21 
years old (18 years old if the supervising driver is the member of the immediate family).  

• The permit holder must complete at least 40 hours of supervised driving, 10 of which must be 
performed at night.  

• The permit holder must complete a DMV-approved driver education course that usually 
includes a driving test.  

• The permit holder is not allowed to operate a motor vehicle between the hours of midnight and 
4 a.m.  

• The permit holder may not carry more than one passenger under the age of 18 (this does not 
apply to the immediate family members)  

• If the driver fulfils the above requirements, he or she will be granted a full driver’s license that 
allows unsupervised driving. However, the full driver’s license will still have some limitations 
for one year after the date of issuance. The limitations are as follows:  

• The license holder may not operate a motor vehicle between the hours of midnight and 4 a.m., 
unless he or she is accompanied by a licensed driver 21 years old or older, the operation of the 
vehicle is necessary for the driver to attend or participate in employment or a school-related 
activity, or because of a medical emergency.  

• The license holder may not carry more than one passenger under the age of 18 (this does not 
apply to the immediate family members).  

• The above restrictions are cancelled after a 12-month period or when you turn 19.  
   
Getting the Driver’s License  
If teens are between age 16 years and 3 months and age 18, the driver education certificate and a valid 
learner's permit allows them to drive without a licensed driver beside them provided that they have 
held a learner's permit for nine months and the certificate is signed by a parent or legal guardian.  
After they have held the permit nine months, turned age 16 and 3 months, and completed driver 
education, they will receive a notice that tells them when to appear in court for a licensing ceremony 
where they will receive permanent driver's licenses.  
They must appear before the judge with a parent or legal guardian to receive their license.  
 
If the driver has been found not innocent of any offense by a juvenile and domestic relations court in 
Virginia or any other State, he or she must obtain approval to be licensed from that court or a court in 
the city or county where the driver lives.  
 
If under age 19, teens must provide proof of successful completion of a State-approved driver 
education program and they must hold a learner's permit at least nine months before they can receive a 
driver's license. Plus, parents, guardians, or foster parents must certify that the driver received at least 
40 hours of driver practice, 10 of which must have been completed after sunset. Teens will receive a 
certificate when they complete the driver education program.  



 

Driver Education Overview – Section 3 326 

 
Virginia Works Cited 
 
Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles 
P.O. Box 27412 
Richmond, VA 23269 
 
www.pen.k12.va.us/go/Sols/driverseducation.pdf Driver Education 
 
Driver Education Standards of Learning 
For Virginia Public Schools© Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 2006. All rights 
reserved. 



 

Driver Education Overview – Section 3 327 

8/23/2006 
Washington 

 
Educational Requirements: 
 
Thirty hours of classroom instruction and six hours of behind-the-wheel instruction are required. 
 
Logging Time Behind the Wheel: 
Washington's new Intermediate License regulations require teens to drive at least 50 hours with their 
parent (or someone with at least five years of driving experience) before the teen can be eligible for an 
Intermediate Driver's License.  
 
Driver School Training Program according to the Department of Licensing: dol.wa.gov 
The Driver Training School Program is responsible for promoting public safety through the licensing, 
inspection, and regulatory compliance of driver training schools and instructors. 
 
This program screens school and instructor qualifications and backgrounds, investigates complaints, 
and initiates disciplinary actions including license suspension, revocation, cancellation, and denial. 
 
These actions ensure that schools and instructors deliver the required classroom and behind-the-wheel 
student training. Today there are 220 schools.  
 
The Driver Instructors’ Advisory Committee: 
Committee consists of five members appointed by the director of DOL. This committee has played a 
vital part in developing the proposed administrative rules and statutory changes for this program. 
 
The representatives are: 
 
1. One representative from the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
2. One representative from the Washington Traffic Safety Commission 
3. One driver training school owner 
4. One driver training school instructor representative  
5. The Driver Training School Program manager (committee chairperson). 
 
Instructor’s Curriculum according to the Department of Licensing: 
 
A new Washington driver is capable person who is able to: 
 

• Demonstrate a working knowledge of the rules and procedures of operating an automobile; 
• Use visual skills to obtain correct information and make reduced-risk decisions about driving 
• maneuvers; 
• Demonstrate ability to manage space around vehicle by adjusting speed and position to avoid 

conflicts and risk; 
• Interact with other users of the public highways in a positive manner; 
• Demonstrate balance of vehicle movement in a precise and timely manner to avoid conflict 

with other users; 
• Confirm the need to protect oneself and others through using vehicle restraints; 
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• Display abilities to take responsible actions in regard to physical and psychological conditions 
affecting driver performance; and 

• Practice with parents and other adults to develop precision in use of skills, processes, and 
responsibilities. 

 
Program Assessments 
Skill assessments for each driver should indicate benchmark progression for: 
 

• Positioning a vehicle: based on visual referencing skills, space management, fender judgment, 
and road position control. 

• Procedures and sequencing for vehicle operational skill: based on vehicle operational control, 
vehicle maneuvering, vehicle control option, and vehicle balance. 

• Processing traffic and vehicle information into speed and position changes: based on visual 
skills, space management, vehicle speed control, and control of road. 

• Precision movements for maintaining vehicle control and balance in expected and unexpected 
situations: based on vehicle speed control, vehicle balance, collision avoidance, traction 
control, response to mechanical failure, and traction loss. 

 
CDT-521-014 INSTRUCTOR CURRICULUM REQUIREMENTS  

 
Module 1 

Classroom learning performances 
 

Module 1 
Laboratory performances 

 
Module One 

• Introducing the operator and vehicle control tasks in a controlled environment 
 

Module 2 
• Introducing operator processing and procedural tasks in a limited environment 
• Classroom learning performances are developed around basic vehicle maneuvering tasks, 
• Revised Code of Washington, and roadway characteristics, signs and markings. 
• Basic vehicle maneuvering tasks 
• Revised Code of Washington 
• Roadway Characteristics 

Module 2 
Module 2 Laboratory performances 

• Simulation performances 
• Off-street performances 
• On-street performances: 
• Parent or guardian guided practice  
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Module 3  
• Classroom learning performances are developed around basic vehicle control, vehicle space 

management, Revised Code of Washington, lane changing, turnabouts, and parking. 
• Basic vehicle control tasks 
• Lane Changing 
• Parking 

Module 3 
• Laboratory performances 
• Simulation performances 
• Off-street performances 
• On-street performances 
• Parent or guardian guided practice  

 
Module 4 

• Classroom learning performances are developed around higher speed traffic flow situations, 
vehicle space management  

• Revised Code of Washington 
• Traffic flow situations 
• Vehicle space management 
• Merging 
• Lane changing 

 
Module 4 

• Practicing operator processing and procedural tasks in a higher speed traffic flow environments 
• Module 4 laboratory performances 
• Simulation performances 
• Off-street performances 
• On-street performances 
• Parent or guardian guided practice  

 
Module 5 

• Classroom learning performances are developed around assessment of precision techniques in 
steering, speed control, intersection turning, lane position, lane selection, intersecting, higher 
speed multi-lane merging, lane changing, passing and overtaking, and vehicle space 
management while performing destination driving in complex traffic environments. 

• Vehicle space management 
• Higher speed multi-lane merging 
• Lane changing 
• Passing and overtaking 
• Precision vehicle maneuvers 
• Destination Driving 

Module 5  
• Laboratory performances 
• Simulation performances 
• Vehicle space management 
• On-street performances 
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• Parent or guardian guided practice  
 

Module 6  
• Assessing operator processing skills in a higher speed traffic flow environment 
• Classroom learning performances are developed around laws, information, and taking 

responsibility for chemical use and abuse. 
• Chemical use and abuse laws 
• Chemical use and abuse information 
• Taking responsibility for chemical use 
•  

Module 6  
• Laboratory outcomes 
• Simulation performances 
• On-street performances 
• Parent or guardian guided practice driving 

  
Module 7 

• Classroom learning performances are developed around precision techniques in simulating and 
recognizing environmental conditions to prevent and control losses in critical roadway traction, 
visibility, or vehicle malfunction situations. 

• Self-preservation techniques 
• Vehicle malfunctions 
• Critical environmental changes 

Module 7 
• Assessing precision in operator processing and control skills in complex driving situations 
• Laboratory performances 
• Simulation performances 
• Off-street performances 
• On-street performances 

Module 8 
• Assessing driver precision in processing and precision tasks, and personal licensing decisions 
• classroom learning performances are developed around Department of Licensing guidelines, 

working with other roadway users, roadway system responsibilities, Revised Code of 
• Washington review, and insurance. 
• Department of Licensing guidelines 
• Working with other roadway users 
• Motorcycles and A Common Road” and leader’s guide with quiz 
• Roadway system responsibilities 
• Revised Code of Washington Insurance 

 
Module 8 

• Laboratory performances 
• Simulation assessment 
• Off-street performances 
• On-street assessment 
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• Parent or guardian assessment  
 

Module 9  
• Classroom learning performances are developed around attitude and personal factors, 

conservation, consumerism, health care, and final assessments. 
• Personal responsibility factors 
• Conservation of resources 

 
Module 9  

• Classroom learning performances 
• Simulation assessment 
• Off-street performances 
• On-street assessment 
• Parent or guardian assessment 

 
Licensing Requirements: 
 
Age 15 is the minimum residents can apply for a learner permit.  They must hold the permit for six 
months.  At age 16, residents can apply for an intermediate license.  They must participate in 50 hours 
of parent/guardian practice driving, with 10 hours occurring at night. 
 
Driving from 1 a.m. to 5 a.m. is prohibited.  And, no passengers are permitted that are under the age of 
20 for the first six months of driving.  For the following six months, there can be no more than three 
passengers present under the age of 20. 
 
According to the Washington Traffic Safety Commission, the guidelines for an Intermediate Driver’s 
License are as follows: 
 
Restrictions on Passengers:   
 

• No passengers under age 20 except immediate family members   
• No more than 3 passengers under age 20 except immediate family members   

 
Restrictions on Hours of Driving: 
 

• No driving between 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. unless accompanied by parent, guardian, or licensed 
driver at least age 25   

• No driving between 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. unless accompanied by parent , guardian, or licensed 
driver at least age 25   

 
EXCEPTIONS 
 

• There are no restrictions on hours of driving or passengers if IDL holder is driving for 
agricultural purposes.  

• There are no restrictions on hours of driving or passengers if after twelve months, IDL holder is 
not involved in a collision or has not been convicted of or found to have committed a traffic 
offense.  
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PENALTIES 
 

• Conviction of First Traffic Offense or IDL Violation  Conviction of Second Traffic Offense or 
IDL Violation  Conviction of Third Traffic Offense or IDL Violation   

• Court fine and Warning Letter sent to parent or guardian Court fine and six-month suspension 
or until age 18.  

• Notice of Suspension sent to parent or guardian Court fine and suspension until age 18. Notice 
of Suspension sent to parent or guardian   

 
GDL Stages 
 
Step One: Getting a Permit 
 

• Teens can get their permits when they turn age 15 if they are enrolled in a driver's education 
course. If they don't take driver's ed, they must wait until age 15½, and pass the written test.  

 
Permit restriction: A teen with a permit is allowed to drive only with a licensed driver who has at least 
five years of driving experience. 
  
Step Two: an Intermediate License  
Intermediate Licenses are issued only to teens ages 16 to 18. 
 

• To get an Intermediate Driver's License, a teen must have a permit for six months and: 
Complete 50 hours of supervised driving time with a parent or driver who has at least five years 
of driving experience. Also, at least 10 of those supervised driving hours must be at night.  

• Have a clean driving record (for at least six months).  
• Pass a Driver's Education Course.  
• Pass the written and driving test (or just driving test if the written was passed to get the permit).  

 
Intermediate Driver's License Restrictions: 
 

• For the first year: no driving between 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. unless accompanied by parent, 
guardian, or licensed driver at least 25 years old.  

• For the first six months: no passengers under age 20, except family members.  
• For the second six months: up to 3 passengers under age 20.  
• Passenger and night time driving restrictions expire after one year if a teen has maintained a 

collision-free, citation-free driving record. Restrictions can last until age 18 if a teen has a 
collision, commits driving violations, or gets a Minor In Possession (of alcohol) violation, or 
drug violation. 

 
Regular License: When a driver turns age 18, the Intermediate License becomes a regular driver's 
license. No new license is required.  
 
 
Washington Works Cited 
 
Department of Licensing 
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www.dol.wa.gov/ 
 
Washington State Department of Transportation www.wsdot.wa.gov 
 
Washington State Patrol www.wsp.wa.gov 
 
Copyright © 2003 Washington Traffic Safety Commission. All Rights Reserved. 
www.wtsc.wa.gov/teens_wheel_issues.html 
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8/23/2006 
West Virginia 

 
Driver Education Requirements: 
 
Not specified. 
 
Special Note: 
 
School Attendance for Minors 
If a school should notify the Division of Motor Vehicles that a student is not attending or has excessive 
unexcused absences, the Division is required to suspend the student’s license until age 18 or until a 
reinstatement authorization form from the school is presented. 
 
Driver Education: State Standards for Schools from the West Virginia Department of Education 
The West Virginia Board of Education and the West Virginia Department of Education are pleased to 
present Policy 2520.8: Driver Education Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools. 
 
DRIVER EDUCATION – POLICY 2520.8 
 
The goals of the Driver Education Program of Study are to provide students with the knowledge and 
skills to safely and efficiently operate a motor vehicle.  
 
Standard 1:  Vehicle Familiarization (DE.S.1)  
 
Students will: 
 

• develop an understanding of the systems and the basic operation of a vehicle; and 
• perform pre- and post-driving checks, perform basic procedures for operating a vehicle, and use 

safety equipment while operating a vehicle. 
 
Standard 2:  Basic Vehicle Maneuvers (DE.S.2) 
 
Students will: 
 

• demonstrate psychomotor skills required for basic control of the vehicle, lane changing, 
passing, following, entering and exiting traffic, driving in cities/towns, rural and urban roads 
and freeways. 

 
Standard 3:  Driver Fitness Tasks (DE.S.3) 
 
Students will: 
 

• demonstrate knowledge of physical, psychological, and emotional factors and their relationship 
to the safe operation of a vehicle; and  

• explain how emotional state, level of maturity, and use of alcohol and/or drugs affect driver 
performance, decision-making, and overall safe operation of a vehicle.  
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Standard 4:  Intermediate and Advanced Control Tasks (DE.S.4) 
 
Students will: 
 

• demonstrate intermediate and advanced skills required for the safe and efficient operation of a 
vehicle; and  

• identify the relationship of driver actions to:  environmental factors, natural laws, road and 
weather conditions, vehicle characteristics, and the safe operation of a vehicle. 

 
Standard 5:  Legal  (DE.S.5) 
 
Students will: 
 

• identify characteristics for responsible use of the highway transportation system;  
• list:  the legal requirements for licensing and owning a vehicle; traffic laws; and ordinances 

regulating the operation of a vehicle on the Nation's streets and highways; and  
• demonstrate respect for the rights and responsibilities of other roadway users (e.g., trucks, 

pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorcyclists) while operating a vehicle. 
  
Standard 6:  The Vehicle (DE.S.6) 
 
Students will:  
 

• identify procedures for the purchase, ownership, and use of a vehicle; 
• identify preventive maintenance checks for the safe and efficient operation of the vehicle; and 
• identify strategies for trip planning, map reading, and budgeting of money for vehicular-related 

costs.  
 
Driver Education Content Standards and Objectives  
 
The program of study includes cognitive development relating to traffic laws and ordinances, traffic 
signs, signals and markers, natural laws, fuel conservation and vehicle restraint systems.  Also included 
are the physical, psychological, and legal aspects, effects, and consequences of the use of alcohol and 
drugs as related to the driving of a motorized vehicle.  Instruction is provided to develop the perceptual 
and psychomotor skills required for basic control of the vehicle, lane changing, passing, following, 
entering and exiting from traffic, driving in cities/towns, on rural and urban roads and freeways, 
responding to emergencies, various road and weather conditions, defensive driving techniques, and 
interaction with other highway users including motorcycles and trucks. The program emphasizes 
strategies to develop the behavior patterns known as the S.I.P.D.E. Concept (Search, Identify, Predict, 
Decide, and Execute) for all driving and driving-related activities. 
  
Standard 1:  Vehicle Familiarization (DE.S.1) 
 
Students will: 
 

• develop an understanding of the systems and the basic operation of a vehicle; and 
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• perform pre- and post-driving checks, perform basic procedures for operating a vehicle, and use 
safety equipment while operating a vehicle. 

 
Vehicle Familiarization Objectives 
 
Students will: 
 
DE.1.1  demonstrate basic procedures for pre- and post-driving checks. 
DE.1.2  demonstrate procedures for starting the engine under normal and abnormal conditions. 
DE.1.3  demonstrate the ability to smoothly accelerate, maintain control, and stop the vehicle with 
conventional and anti-lock braking systems. 
DE.1.4  utilize the safety equipment and restraint devices within the vehicle. 
DE.1.5  identify functions of instruments and control devices within the vehicle. 
 
 
Standard 2:  Basic Vehicle Maneuvers (DE.S.2) 
 
Students will: 
 

• demonstrate psychomotor skills required for basic control of the vehicle, lane changing, 
passing, following, entering and exiting traffic, driving in cities/towns, rural and urban roads, 
and freeways. 

 
Basic Vehicle Maneuvers Objectives 
 
DE.2.1 identify the relationship of the human, environmental, and vehicular aspects of the highway 

transportation system. 
DE.2.2 execute steering adjustments and control vehicles speed while driving along straight and 

curved paths of travel. 
DE.2.3 control speed and direction while backing the vehicle along straight and curved paths. 
DE.2.4 stop and secure the vehicle on level and hilly terrain.  
DE.2.5 perform the driving skills necessary to interact with other highway users in rural, urban, 

residential, limited access, and general highway environments. 
DE.2.6 demonstrate skills necessary to safely enter and exit from the flow of traffic. 
DE.2.7 perform driving techniques that will maintain a safe separation/space around the vehicle. 
DE.2.8 demonstrate skills needed to safely perform lane-changing maneuvers. 
DE.2.9 demonstrate skills necessary for safely overtaking and passing other vehicles. 
DE.2.10 demonstrate safe lane usage under varying traffic conditions. 
DE.2.11 perform intersection-turning maneuvers legally, safely, and efficiently. 
DE.2.12 perform turnabout maneuvers, which will allow the vehicle to safely proceed in the 

opposite direction. 
DE.2.13 recognize and apply driving techniques that result in increased fuel/energy conservation. 
 
Standard 3:  Driver Fitness Tasks (DE.S.3) 
 
Students will: 
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• demonstrate knowledge of physical, psychological, and emotional factors and their relationship 
to the safe operation of a vehicle; and 

• explain how emotional state, level of maturity, and use of alcohol and/or drugs affect driver 
performance, decision-making, and overall safe operation of a vehicle. 

 
Driver Fitness Tasks Objectives 
 
DE.3.1 describe methods utilized by drivers to counteract drowsiness, fatigue, and exposure to 

carbon monoxide poisoning. 
DE.3.2 describe the effect of emotions on driving performance. 
DE.3.3 describe the relationship between an individual's level of maturity and collision prevention 

or involvement. 
DE.3.4 describe the need/importance for correcting and/or compensating for driver disabilities. 
DE.3.5 identify the magnitude of alcohol-related traffic collisions involving motor vehicle 

operators and pedestrians at the local, State, and national levels. 
DE.3.6 describe the effects of alcohol and/or drugs on the individual in relation to driving task and 

pedestrian functions. 
DE.3.7 identify state laws dealing with driving under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs. 
DE.3.8 explain how body weight, quantity and type of food, rest, and amount of alcohol consumed 

may affect one's driving ability in different ways at different times. 
DE.3.9 list characteristics of a courteous driver. 
 
Standard 4:  Intermediate and Advanced Control Tasks (DE.S.4) 
 
Students will: 
 

• demonstrate intermediate and advanced skills required for the safe and efficient operation of a 
vehicle; and 

• identify the relationship of driver actions to:  environmental factors, natural laws, road and 
weather conditions, vehicle characteristics, and the safe operation of a vehicle. 

 
Intermediate and Advanced Control Tasks Objectives 
 
Students will: 
 
DE.4.1 describe the relationship between driver actions, environmental factors, vehicle 

characteristics, and roadway conditions through all three types of skids. 
DE.4.2 demonstrate skills required for city, urban, rural, and limited access highways. 
DE.4.3 execute angle, parallel, and perpendicular parking. 
DE.4.4 demonstrate the driving adjustments needed to cope with various road surface conditions 

and roadway obstructions. 
DE.4.5 identify safe driving practices at railroad crossings. 
DE.4.6 identify safe practices for operating a vehicle under adverse conditions such as snow, rain, 

ice, fog, and darkness. 
DE.4.7 identify the natural laws of physics as they apply to safe and efficient driving. 
DE.4.8 identify procedures for coping with emergency driving situations. 
DE.4.9 identify the principles and procedures for safely towing a trailer and/or other vehicles.  
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Standard 5:  Legal (DE.S.5) 
 
Students will: 
 

• identify characteristics for responsible use of the highway transportation system;  
• list the legal requirements for licensing and owning a vehicle; traffic laws; and ordinances 

regulating the operation of a vehicle on the Nation's streets and highways; and  
• demonstrate respect for of the rights and responsibilities of other roadway users (e.g., trucks, 

pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorcyclists) while operating a vehicle. 
 
Legal Objectives 
 
Students will: 
 
DE.5.1  identify the legal requirement for owning and operating a vehicle (i.e., registration, titling, 

licensing, insuring, and legally equipping a vehicle). 
DE.5.2  identify knowledge of traffic laws and recognize the importance and necessity for 

supporting and observing laws. 
DE.5.3  identify all highway signs, signals, and roadway markings.  
DE.5.4  list rights and responsibilities of other roadway users (e.g., pedestrians, bicyclists, and 

motorcyclists). 
DE.5.5  identify the roles of engineering, enforcement, and education in the highway transportation 

system. 
DE.5.6  identify safety problems and data concerning the highway transportation system. 
DE.5.7  identify the Good Samaritan Law. 
DE.5.8  identify legal requirements pertaining to the reporting of traffic collisions. 
DE.5.9  identify requirements described in the West Virginia Driver Licensing Handbook. 
  
Standard 6:  The Vehicle (DE.S.6) 
 
Students will:  
 

• identify procedures for the purchase, ownership, and use of a vehicle;  
• identify preventive maintenance checks for the safe and efficient operation of the vehicle; and 
• identify strategies for trip planning, map reading, and budgeting of money for vehicular-related 

costs. 
 
The Vehicle Objectives 
 
DE.6.1 use technology to explain the process of trip planning (i.e., budget, route, and map 

reading).  
DE.6.2 identify preventive maintenance checks for keeping a vehicle operating efficiently.  
DE.6.3  identify the signs/symptoms which indicate vehicle malfunctions (e.g., gauges, lights, 

noise, etc.) 
DE.6.4 describe the process of evaluating new/used vehicles. 
DE.6.5 use technological tools to demonstrate the financial implications of owning, purchasing, or 

leasing vehicles. 
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Driver Education: State Standards for Schools from the West Virginia Department of Education 
 
Driver Licensing Requirements: 
 
You must be 15 years old to apply for a learners permit, and hold that permit for six months.  If taking 
an approved driver education course, you do not have to participate or complete parent/guardian 
supervised practice driving.  If you are not taking a course, you must participate in 30 hours. 
 
At age 16, you can apply for an intermediate license.  With this license, driving is prohibited between 
11 p.m. and 5 a.m.  And, you cannot carry more than three passengers under the age of 19. 
 
Graduated Driver's Licensing (GDL): West Virginia Department of Transportation 
 
Level I – Instruction Permit: 
Requirements:  
 

• Take a written knowledge test  
• Be at least 15 years old and less than 18 years old  
• Expiration Date – 14 months or 18th birthday (whichever comes first)  
• This permit is not renewable.  
• If your permit expires, the permit must be held for another 180 consecutive days before the 

Level II license exam will be given. If the level 1 permit has expired, you must obtain a new 
permit and wait another 180 consecutive days’ infraction free before applying for a level 2 
license.  

• If you are under the age of 18, both parents, surviving parent, single parent having custody or 
legal guardian must sign your application, before you can be tested. Married applicants under 
the age of 18 are not required to have parental consent, however, you must present a copy of 
your certified marriage certificate. You must also have a current school enrollment form.  

 
Restrictions:  
 

• Must have a licensed driver 21 or over in front seat  
• May only drive between the hours of 5 a.m. and 11 p.m.  
• All occupants must use seat belts in accordance with State law  
• Zero alcohol tolerance  

   
Level II – Intermediate Driver's License  
To be eligible for a Level 2 license, you must: 
 

• Be at least 16 years of age 
• Have a minimum of 180 consecutive days of conviction-free driving at Level immediately 

preceding the date of your Level 2 application 
• Have a parent or legal guardian certification (log sheet) of a minimum of 30 hours behind-the-

wheel or complete a driver’s education course approved by the West Virginia Department of 
Education 

• Pass a road skills test (three attempts) 
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• Have a valid school enrollment form 
• Identification and residency documents 

 
Requirements:  
 

• Take a road skills test  
• Be at least 16 years of age  
• Held a Level I permit for 6 months  
• Must be infraction free for 6 months immediately preceding date of application for level  
• Must have 30 hour certification form completed and certified by parent or legal guardian or 

Driver Education Card  
• Expiration Date – 18th Birthday  
• If you receive two moving violations on a Level II, your license will be suspended until your 

18th birthday. Once you turned 18, you would have a reinstatement fee to pay and you would 
have to retest on all parts of the test.  

• Married applicants under the age of 18 are not required to have parental consent, however, you 
must present a copy of your certified marriage certificate. You must also have a current school 
enrollment form.  

 
Restrictions:  
 

• May drive without supervising adult between 5 a.m. and 11 p.m.  
• Level 2 drivers must drive with a supervising adult licensed driver who is age 21 or older 

between the hours of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m.  
• The exceptions to this rule are when the licensee is participating in, going to, or returning from: 

1) lawful employment; 2) a school-sanctioned activity; 3) a religious activity; or 4) an 
emergency situation that requires the licensee to prevent bodily injury or the death of another. 

• Level 2 drivers may only have three additional passengers, excluding family members, under 
the age of 19 at any time.  

• All occupants must use seat belts in accord with State law  
• Maximum of three passengers under age 19 (family members exempt)  
• Zero alcohol tolerance  

 
Level III – Full Class E License  
Fee: $2.50 for each year until 21st birthday (plus .50 motor voter fee)  
 
Requirements:  
 

• Must have at least 1 year with Level II  
• Must be infraction free for 1 year (excludes headlamp violation and improper backing 

violation)  
• Must be at least 17 years of age  
• Expiration date: 21st birthday  

 
Restrictions: 
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Level 1 permit requirements: 
• You may only drive with a licensed driver who is 21 years old or older. 
• You may only drive between the hours of 5 a.m. and 11 p.m. 
• You may only have two additional passengers in addition to the supervising, licensed adult 

driver. 
• Two convictions will result in revocation of your permit (90 days). 
• You may not have any measurable amount of alcohol in your system while operating a motor 

vehicle. 
• You must require all occupants to adhere to the safety belt law. 
• If you are between the ages of 16 and 18 and have completed all the requirements of the Level 

1 permit, you will be eligible for a Level 2 license.  
 
Level 3 License (Non-GDL) 
Once the applicant has met the requirements to obtain a Level 3 license, it is the driver’s option to 
apply for this license or to keep the Level 2 license and follow its restrictions until he or she is 18 years 
of age. 
To be eligible for a Level 3 license, you must have completed 12 months of conviction-free driving 
under a Level 2 license.  
You must be at least 17 years old and have successfully completed all requirements.  
 
Regular (Non-GDL) Instruction Permit 

• If you are 18 or over and have never had a driver’s license (Level 2 or comparable), you must 
obtain a regular Class E Instruction Permit. 

• GDLs are not issued to drivers age 18 or older.  
• When you have completed the application and presented the appropriate documents, you will 

be allowed to take the vision and written tests.  
• When you pass the vision and written tests, you will be issued a regular Class E Instruction 

Permit. 
• The Instruction Permit allows you to operate a motor vehicle when a licensed driver who is 21 

or older occupies the front seat with you. 
• The Instruction Permit will be valid for a period of 60 days. It can be renewed one time. After 

an Instruction Permit is renewed one time, you must retake both the vision and written tests to 
get another Instruction Permit. 

• If you have never been licensed at Level 2 or comparable, you must maintain the instruction 
permit for at least 30 days before you are eligible to take the road skills test. 

 
 
West Virginia Works Cited 
 
Department of Transportation 
www.wvdot.com/6_motorists/dmv/6g1a_licenseinfo.htm 
 
Department of Education 
http://wvde.state.wv.us/policies/csos.html 
 
www.wvdot.com/6_motorists/dmv/6g1a_licenseinfo.htm# 
Graduated%20Drivers%20Licensing%20(GDL) 
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8/23/2006 
Wisconsin 

 
Educational Requirements: 
 
Wisconsin requires satisfactory completion of a driver education course (classroom and laboratory) for 
persons under 18 years of age electing to be licensed after age 16.   
Classroom instruction must include 30 clock hours.   
During summer school, instruction must extend over at least three consecutive weeks, and six weeks 
for regular school year programs. 
 
During Summer School In-Car Driving:  
 
No more than one hour of actual driving in-car on any given day can be credited to any given student. 
This does not include in-car observation.  
 
Driver Education Simulation- A minimum of six clock-hours of driving is required unless simulation 
instruction is also provided in addition to the in-car driving and observation. Simulation can substitute 
for on-street driving time based on a 4:1 simulation to In-car driving equivalency ratio. Therefore, if a 
school provides 12 hrs of simulation, it could reduce its on-street offering to 3 hours. Should a program 
offer more than 12 hrs of simulation, it still must provide at least 3 hours of in-car/on-street driving.  
 
Driver Education Multiple-Car Range: - A minimum of six clock-hours of driving is required unless 
multiple-car driving range instruction is also provided in addition to the in-car driving and observation. 
Multiple-car driving range instruction carries an equivalency ratio for on-street driving time of 2:1 
Thus every two hours of range driving instruction allows the ability to reduce one hour of actual on-
street driving. A maximum of 4 hours of on-street could be reduced, provided each student got at least 
8 hrs of range driving.  
 
Driver Education Simulation and Multiple Car Range and In-Car Driving  
 
Programs - Those programs that provide on-street driving, simulation and multiple car range 
instruction are allowed to reduce to a minimum of two hours of on-street with enough simulation and 
multiple car range to adequately equate to the four hours of in-car on-street driving that was reduced, 
using 2:1 ratio for Multiple-Car Range driving, and a 4:1 equivalency ratio of simulation to in-car on-
street driving.  
 
Driving lessons (from first to last lesson) must extend over at least three weeks. Note: Same for in-car 
driving during a regular school year program. 
 
Licensing Requirements: 
 
Wisconsin’s graduated driver licensing (GDL) system requirements for teens ages 15½ - 17: 
Instruction permit (temps). Anyone learning to drive a car or light truck (class D), motorcycle (class 
M) or commercial motor vehicle (classes A, B and C) must first obtain an instruction permit. Permits 
are issued at DMV service centers located throughout the State. 
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Temps-instruction permit: In addition to the eligibility requirements for an instruction permit, the 
following restrictions apply: 
 

• Must be 15½,  
• May only drive with adult sponsor  
• Must pass vision, highway signs, and knowledge tests  
• Enrolled in behind-the-wheel driver education course  
• No alcohol  
• Must wear seat belt  
• Need 30 hours of driving experience to get probationary license.  
• Must have received no traffic tickets for six months prior to applying for probationary license   
• Must hold temps 6 months to get probationary license   
• Temps suspended for six months if receive 12 or more points in 12 months  
• Points doubled for every traffic ticket after first  

 
These restrictions are in effect the first nine months or until you are 18, but can be extended. 
 
Probationary license 
 

• Must complete driver education course and pass road test  
• Must be 16  
• Can drive alone without sponsor  
• Must wear seat belt  
• No alcohol  
• Points doubled for every traffic ticket after first  
• Probationary license suspended for six months if receive 12 or more points in 12 months  
• These restrictions in effect first nine months or until 18, but can be extended: 
• Can drive alone but passengers limited: only one passenger other than immediate family or 

qualified adult  
• No driving midnight - 5 a.m., with some exceptions  
• Restrictions can be extended for traffic ticket; suspension or revocation of probationary license; 

or violation of these restrictions  
 
Regular license 
 

• Must hold probationary license two to three years  
• Must be at least 19  
• No doubling of points if receive traffic ticket  
• License can be suspended between two months to one year  
• Must wear seat belt  
• No alcohol  
• New drivers 18 and over 
• Current law continues except: 

Points doubled for every traffic ticket after the first (while holding a probationary license)  
Temporary and probationary licenses can be suspended for six months if you receive 12 or 
more points in 12 months 
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All Wisconsin drivers under 18 years of age need sponsorship when issued an instruction 
permit or license. By signing the driver license application as sponsor, the sponsor accepts 
liability for any and all driving actions of the minor.  

 
People who can sign as sponsors: 
 

• Parent (natural or adoptive parent if parental rights have not been terminated)  
• Step-parent (as long as still married to parent)  
• Foster parent  
• Sponsoring family parent of a foreign student  
• Legal guardian (person named by the court having the duty and authority of guardianship)  

 
If not living with a parent, or court-appointed legal guardian, other “approved adults” are: 
 

• Grandparent  
• Aunt or uncle  
• Sibling 18 years of age or older  
• Spouse 18 years of age or older   
• Persons without an adult sponsor  

 
If you are under 18 years of age, you must have a sponsor unless you: 
 

• Do not have a living parent;  
• Do not live with your parent(s) and are a full-time student or earning a living;  
• Are a ward of the State, county, or court and have been placed in a foster home or in the care of 

a religious welfare service; or 
• Are married and your spouse is under 18 years of age. 

 
If you meet any of the above criteria, you can file Proof of Insurance instead of having a sponsor. 

 
 
Wisconsin Works Cited 
 
Bureau of Driver Services,  
www.dot.state.wi.us/drivers 
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Educational Requirements: 
 
Traffic Safety & Driver Education: 
 
These programs deal with the teaching of driver education and traffic safety in the K-12 schools. Each 
district decides which programs they will offer and what the curriculum for these programs will be. 
Technical assistance is provided as requested. The Wyoming Department of Education approves driver 
education courses offered by school districts, community colleges, and qualified persons throughout 
the state. Unfortunately, not all school districts offer driver education or class size is limited and not 
everyone who seeks to enroll has the opportunity to take the course during the school year. Those 
unable to be enrolled during the school year may choose to take a driver education class, where 
offered, during the summer months. 

 
• An approved course requires for 30 hours of classroom instruction, and 6 hours of behind-the-

wheel driving. 
• Courses using simulated driving count actual driving experience as follows: 4 hours simulation 

time = 1 hour behind-the-wheel drive time.  
 
Licensing Requirements: 
 
People age 15 can apply for a learners permit.  They must hold the permit for a minimum of 10 days 
before applying for an intermediate license.  At age 16, an intermediate license with several restrictions 
can be obtained.   
 
Restrictions include that there can be no more than one passenger under age 18.  Also, driving is 
prohibited from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
 
As adapted from the Wyoming Department of Transportation GDL Newsletter: 
  
There must also be 50 hours of parent/guardian supervised driving, with at least 10 of those hours 
taking place at night.  
 
Graduated Driver’s License: 
 
Provisions of an Intermediate Permit: 
 

• 50 hours of behind-the-wheel driving 
• Limited hours of driving 
• Limited number of passengers 
• Exceptions to hours of driving and passenger restriction 

 
Persons who do not obtain an Intermediate permit will be required to be 17 years of age before full 
driving privileges can be issued. 
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An Intermediate permit can be issued at age 16 provided: 

• The applicant has held a Restricted Class C (RC) license 
 

OR 
 

• The applicant has held an Instruction Permit for at least 10 days and has completed 50 hours of 
behind-the-wheel driving certified by the parent or legal guardian. The 50 hours must include 
10 hours of night driving. 

 
Restrictions: 
 
The holder of an Intermediate Permit: 
 

• Cannot transport more than one passenger under the age of 18 who is not an immediate family 
member unless accompanied by a licensed driver 18 years of age or older who holds a valid 
driver’s license. 

• Must ensure that all occupants of the vehicle are wearing seat belts. 
• Cannot drive between 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. unless the holder meets the exception criteria and 

presents the completed Exception form. 
• Will be suspended for 30 days for any violation of the provisions for an Intermediate Permit. 

 
Wyoming’s Graduated Driver Licensing system incorporates all three (3) phases of the model GDL 
system: 

1. Learner’s Permit 
2. Intermediate 
3. Permit  

 
Full Driving Privileges: 
 
At age 17, an applicant may be issued a Wyoming driver’s license with full driving privileges without 
having held an Intermediate Permit, or any other type of license or permit unless driving privileges are 
suspended. 
 
At age 16½ to be issued a Wyoming driver’s license with full driving privileges requires that the 
applicant have held an Intermediate Permit, the driving privilege is not suspended, and have completed 
an approved Driver’s Education course. 
 
Instruction Permit applicants: 
 

• Must be 15 years of age or older. 
• Drivers who hold an Instruction Permit may only drive when accompanied by a licensed driver 

18 years of age or older who holds a valid driver’s license, who is fit and capable of exercising 
control over the vehicle and who occupies a seat beside the driver. 

• There are no restrictions for hours or distance. 
 
Intermediate Permit applicants: 
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• Must be 16 years of age. 
• Must have held an Instruction Permit. 
• Must present certification of completion of 50 hours of driving to include 10 hours of night 

driving certified by the legal parent or legal guardian. 
• Must pass a vision screening, and a driving skills test. 
• Completion of an approved Driver Education course may be honored by the department to 

waive the driving skills test.  
 
Restrictions: 
 
The holder of an Intermediate Permit cannot drive between the hours of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. unless the 
individual is: 
 

• Accompanied by a licensed driver 18 years of age or older who holds a valid driver’s license 
for the type or class of vehicle being used; 

• Required to drive for a medical necessity (evidenced by medical personnel); 
• Driving to or from work (evidenced by employer); 
• Driving to or from school, a school activity, organized youth sports activity, or a religious 

activity (evidenced by parent or legal guardian); or 
• Driving for a medical emergency (evidenced by medical personnel). 

 
The appropriate individual (as determined by the exception) must complete and sign an Exception 
form to certify that the holder of the Intermediate Permit needs to drive beyond the hours of 5 a.m. to 
11 p.m. The Exception form must be carried by the licensee and presented to law enforcement if 
stopped. 
 
Notes: 
 

• An Intermediate Permit expires 30 days after the 17th birthday and must cover at least 3 hours 
of actual behind-the-wheel driving experience.  

• Simulated driving can count for no more than three hours of behind-the-wheel driving. 
• Driver Services will honor a Certificate of Completion from an approved course, provided the 

card indicates the applicant has successfully completed the required 30 hours of classroom 
instruction and 6 hours of behind-the-wheel driving. The card must identify the school district 
and contain the student’s name, date of birth, driver license number, and the original signature 
of both the driver education instructor and the school administrator. 

 
 
Wyoming Works Cited 
 
www.dot.state.wy.us/Default.jsp?sCode=drv 
 
www.dot.state.wy.us/driver licensing 
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